
Kanawha County, WV 
History of Kanawha County 

The formation of Kanawha (pronounced “kuh-NAW’) County was authorized by the Virginia General 
Assembly on November 14, 1788.  It was created from parts of Greenbrier County and what was then 
Montgomery County, and officially formed on October 5, 1789. 

Kanawha County was named in honor of the great Kanawha River that runs through the county.  The river was 
named for the Indian tribe that once lived in the area – although the spelling of the tribe’s name has varied from “Conoys” 
to “Conois” to “Kanawha.” 

Though Kanawha County is working hard to continue growing and developing, nearly half of the existing homes 
were constructed before 1960.  As these homes get older, more work is required to keep them safe and livable.  With an 
unemployment rate that has doubled since 2008 and continues to increase, basic home maintenance becomes extremely 
difficult to afford.  Many residents of Kanawha County live in mobile homes, which can be greatly affected by the humidity 
and heavy rainfall.  

Fun Facts about Kanawha County 
Daniel Boone lived in Kanawha County for seven years and was one of the county’s representatives in the 
state General Assembly in 1791! 

The 1st entry in the Kanawha County Land Book (1791) shows George Washington as the owner of 19,004 
acres in the county, although he never set foot on his property. 

The 1500 block of Virginia Street is considered to be the longest city block in the world. 

Kanawha County at a 
Glance: 

• Persons below poverty level: 15.8% 
• Population (2009): 191,663 
• Average age of the common house:  
• Land area: 903.10 sq. mi. 
• Elevation:  
• Median Household Income: $41,488 

Closest Airport 
 

Yeager Airport (CRW) 
100 Airport Road 

Charleston, WV 25311 
(304) 344-8033

 

How far away is Kanawha County from…? 
Pittsburgh, PA .................................................................................... 238 miles 
Washington DC .................................................................................. 379 miles  
Chicago, IL ......................................................................................... 475 miles 
St. Louis, MO...................................................................................... 497 miles 
Atlanta, GA ......................................................................................... 512 miles 
Reach Headquarters in Galeton, CO .............................................. 1,360 miles
 

Web page information 
http://staging.kanawha.us/historyandfacts/kanawhacounty/default.aspx 
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/54/54039.html 
http://www.city-data.com/county/Kanawha_County-WV.html 
 

Hotels: 
Comfort Inn West Cross Lanes ................................................................................. (304) 776-8070 
102 Racer Drive 
Cross Lanes, WV 25313 
 
Holiday Inn ................................................................................................................ (304) 776-2626 
410 Old Goff Mountain Road 
Charleston, WV 25313 
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